rod work together as a unit and prevent
distortion during the mesh lay-up.

APPLICATION OF WIRE PLANK

Lay on the first "strake" of WIRE PLANK
diagonally at 45 degrees to the keel, near the
middle of the boat, between bow and stern.
Measure the required length of each strake
using a tape stretched from gunwale to
gunwale in the desired location. Cut the length
needed at an angle of about 45 degrees on
each end and to match the angle at which
the strake meets the gunwale. WIRE PLANK is
straight and quite stiff. It is advisable to pre-
bend it to the approximate curvature of the
hull before applying it. It then conforms
easily to the shape required without undue
stress on and distortion of the rod
framework. The small cross-wires which
extend beyond the edges of the WIRE PLANK
should be placed toward the outside of the hull
on the first layer of WIRE PLANK. For the se-
cond and subsequent layers these cross-ties
are placed toward the inside of the boat. This
leaves a smooth, closely spaced,
uninterrupted layer of parallel wires on the
outside surface of the hull. The cross tie wires
are always buried on the inside, between
layers of mesh.

CUTTING THE WIRE PLANK
A handy method of cutting the WIRE PLANK to
the length required is to make up a measuring
board, marked off in feet, up to the maximum
length required. Place this on the floor and
unroll the wire on top of the board and cut it
with heavy tinsnips. A turn of soft wire around
the coil will keep it under control during this
operation. Tick marks along the board as you
go make it easy to judge the length of

WIRE PLANK being installed. Lengths should be cut
closer to actual requirements roughly at the
required angle.

each strake from the one previously applied.
As the first strake goes on, it will take what
looks like a lazy S curve twist as it goes
around the bilge. Don't try to straighten this
out. The following strakes will also fall into the
same curvature quite naturally and lie parallel
to the adjacent wires. Wire ties can be used
to secure the WIRE PLANK to the rodwork.
The light .20 gauge cross-tie wires of the
WIRE PLANK can be used to tie the groups
together side by side and to the rodwork. The
ends of the wires are left to extend beyond the
gunwales until the entire layer is installed.

You will notice that when the first layer of WIRE
PLANK is installed, there will be slight
undulations perpendicular to the direction of
the wire. The second layer, which is applied
at right angles to the first, will smooth these
ripples out and result in a very fair hull form.
In applying WIRE PLANK, it will be very
helpful to utilize small clamps (clothespins,
will do) to hold the strip in position while it is
being tied in place.

As work progresses it will generally be
necessary, due to the compound curvature of
the hull, to vary the spacing slightly between
strips to compensate for this curvature.
Usually the ends will have to be brought
together and more space left toward the
middle of the strips. Further compensation
can be accomplished by working small joggles
or kinks into the cross wires. This shaping is
important to keep the strakes running fair.

On certain portions of the hull, where there
is sharp curvature, the strakes have to be
twisted. This may result in a tendency for one
side of a group to lift away from the rod frame.
A pull on the wire ends of

Compensation for compound curvature by
plank edge spacing.
Note cross wire ends used to hold spacing.



